Vascular smooth muscle tumors: review of the literature.
Vascular smooth muscle tumors are very rare. They can be benign or malign. Intravascular leiomyomatosis is a benign neoplasm that extends through the veins and caries significant morbidity. Angioleiomyoma is a benign neoplasm of the extremities that caries minimal morbidity. Vascular leiomyosarcomas are malign neoplasms derived from vascular smooth cells. They are usually localized to the inferior vena cava, but can also arise from the pulmonary arteries or veins or other peripheral vessels. This study reviews literature for epidemiology, clinical presentation, diagnosis and management of patients with vascular smooth muscle tumors.